
Winterthur Children’s Daffodil Show 
April 18, 2015 

 
The Winterthur Children’s Daffodil Show is a fun event for families meant to help children between 
the ages of 5 and 14 notice what is happening in their gardens, develop an appreciation for flowers 
and horticulture, and learn to explore Winterthur and other public gardens. The daffodil is a 
welcome herald of spring and a cheerful flower with a long cultural history – it is a perfect plant to 
introduce children to the joys of gardening.  
 
Information about Entering 
Entries can be brought from 10:00 am to 11:00 am on Saturday. Judging will take place promptly 
at 11:00 am and no entries will be accepted after judging has begun. Winterthur will provide glass 
bud vases that will be used to display specimens on tables arranged within the various classes. 
Children and their families should bring their daffodil(s) and other cut specimens to the Visitor 
Center. At the Visitor Center you will fill out an Exhibitor Card for each flower or arrangement you 
plan to enter (see Exhibitor Card at end of document). All entrants will receive a participation award 
and additional awards will be given for age groups within the various classes. The flower show will 
end at 4:00 pm on Sunday. If you would like to retrieve your entry you may do it on Sunday 
afternoon, April 19. 
 
Classes & Entries 
Classes provide guidelines for your entries in the flower show. Because this show is informal, you 
can enter each class more than once (but no more than 3 entries per class please) and you can 
enter multiple classes. Classes are open to children ages 5-14. They are the following: 
 

Daffodil Specimen – 1 daffodil flower displayed in a vase. Additionally, special awards will 
be given to the largest, smallest, and “yellowist” daffodil in the Daffodil Specimen class. 
 
3 Daffodils – 3 different daffodil flowers displayed in the same vase. 
 
Daffodil et al (that means, with something else) – 1 daffodil flower and 1 or 2 pieces of 
additional plant material displayed together in a vase. 

 
Tips for Participants 

Flowers that are fully open and without imperfection will receive more points. 
 
Entries that include the name (either scientific or common) on the entry card will receive 

more points. 
 
Bring a pair of scissors, carry your daffodils and other plants with their cut ends in water, and 

keep your plants cool. 



Picking daffodils is easy, but there is a technique – don’t just yank the flower. Use your 
fingers to follow the flower stalk down all the way to the base of the plant, right near 
the ground. Grasp the stalk firmly and pull upward, it should pop loose giving you a 
nice long flower stalk. Now put the flower in a bucket or vase with a few inches of 
water in it, so that the bottom of the flower stalk is in water. 

 
All daffodils have the scientific name Narcissus. Most garden daffodils also have a fancy 

name, called a cultivar name. We indicate cultivar names by using single quotes. 
When you buy Mt. Hood daffodils, for example, the official name is Narcissus ‘Mt. 
Hood’. If you know the fancy or cultivar name then you should put that on your 
Exhibitor Card. If you don’t know the fancy name you can just put Narcissus sp. 

 
 

Sample Exhibitor Card 
 
 
 

 

 
2015 Winterthur Children’s Daffodil Show 

 

Class: Daffodil Specimen 

 
Entry Number: #22 

 
Plant Name(s): Narcissus ‘Tete-a-Tete’ 
 
 
Exhibitor’s Name: Daniel Gardener     Age: 10 
 
 

 
 


